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MARINE EXPORTS 

The total quantity of marine products (not including aquarium products) ex-

ported in the fourth quarter of 2016 was 461 metric tons.  This is a 26% in-

crease from the quantity exported during the same period last year and a 40% 

decrease from that exported in the previous quarter. The export of tuna was 

decrease by 42% from the previous quarter. The exports of snappers was also 

decline in this quarter with only 5% of the total exports. Shark meat contrib-

utes 3% to the total export and there was no reef fish exported in this quarter. 

The total FOB value of marine exports in this quarter was TOP$2.6million.  

This is a 23% increase in the FOB value of marine resources exported during 

the same period last year and a 38% decrease from the value of that exported 

in the previous quarter.  The decrease in FOB yet a decline in Quantity from 

the previous quarter was due to the decrease in export of tuna in the current 

quarter such as tuna loins and shark fin and same situation applied to the ex-

ports in the previous quarter. 

 

* FOB = Free On Board, describes a price which includes goods plus the services at the time of offloading from the vessel at first landing.  This is a static value 

designated to each export product.  The value is an historical estimate and may not represent the true present value.  

TUNA FISHERY 

The export quantity of tuna and associated by-catch for this quarter was 

407 metric tons compared to 319 metric tons in the same quarter last 

year and 703 metric tons in the previous quarter. Total tuna unloaded in 

this quarter was 624 metric tons and 142 mt remain locally after the ex-

ports deduction. The Quantity of Albacore contribute the most to the 

total unloaded with 39% and Yellowfin Tuna accounted 23% to total 

unloaded. Other species are detailed in the chart below. The total export 

quantities in the month of December exceed the unloaded quantities 

because some of the species in October and November were exported in 

December. 

The total FOB value of tuna exported in this quarter was approximately 

valued at  TOP$2.2 million which is a 15% increase from the value of 

tuna exported in the same period last year and  42% decrease from the 

value of tuna exported in the previous quarter. 

Marine export details, 4th Quarter 2016 

Oct Nov Dec

Reef Fish 109 11

Seaweed 3,993

Shark Meat 3,424 5,897 2,939

Snapper 7,286 15,668 14,412

tuna 102,495 156,834 147,175
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Oct Nov Dec

Total Unloading 325,693 225,791 72,870

Total Exports 102,495 156,834 147,175
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TUNA PERFOMANCE, 4th QUARTER 2016 

TUNA UNLOADING COMPOSITION BY SPECIES Tuna export details by country, 4th quarter 2016 

Source: Fish exports database 

Source: Ministry of Fisheries Tuna exports database 
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SNAPPER FISHERY 
The total quantity of snapper and grouper exported in this quarter was 37 

metric tons.  This is 2% increase in the quantity of snapper and grouper 

exported during the same period last year and a 2% increase compared to 

the previous quarter. Total unloaded catch of 72 metric tons was record-

ed in this quarter which is increase by 18% compared to the previous 

quarter. The contribution of each species to total snapper unloaded in 

this quarter are detailed in the pie chart below. 

The total FOB values of snapper and grouper exported in this quarter 

was TOP$0.25 million.  This is a 31% increase from the values of snap-

per and grouper exported in the same period last year and a 4% increase 

from that exported in the previous quarter. 

AQUARIUM FISHERY 

The total quantity of aquarium products exported in this quarter was 38,828 

pieces compared to 29,538 pieces in the previous quarter. This is a 18% 

increased from the same quarter last year and 31% increased from that ex-

ported in the previous quarter. The export of aquarium product was domi-

nated by invertebrates with 52%, followed by live hard coral with  26%, 

soft coral with 14%, live fish with 7%, and shellfish with 1%. The increase 

in the total exports in this quarter was due to increase in the amount of in-

vertebrates exported with 22,468 pieces compared to 23,930 pieces in the 

last quarter. 

The total FOB value of the exported aquarium products in the fourth quarter 

of 2016 was TOP$0.16 million.  This is a 45% increase from that exported 

in the previous quarter. 

DOMESTIC MARKET 

A total of  31 metric tons of marine resources was recorded in this quarter 

and approximately valued at 0.26 million. This is a 35% increase from the 

volume of marine resources recorded in the previous quarter. The value was 

also increase by 23% from the previous quarter. The average price varied 

according to market demand for fish and cost of production, but a change in 

fish market price is determined by the quantity of marine products available 

in the market in a particular time. The local market was dominated by Faua 

market with 32% of the total marine product, Faua market with 37%, 

Ha’apai market accounted  12% and Vava’u market accounted  22% to total 

volume of marine products. 

Ministry of Fisheries, P.O. Box 871, Nuku’alofa, Tonga. Phone: (676 21399) Fax: (676 23891). For queries regarding this report, contact ceo@tongafish.gov.to or 

pohiva14@gmail.com  
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Oct Nov Dec

Total 20,673.50 23,163.09 28,325.20

Exports 7,286 15,668 14,412

Local 13,387.50 7,495.09 13,913.20
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Oct Nov Dec

Clams 9,209

INVERTEBRATE 3,092 5,005 8,247

LIVE HARD CORAL 1,558 2,949 2,123

LIVEFISH 449 619 749

SHELLFISH 160 431 111

SOFT CORAL 1,091 1,476 1,559
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SNAPPER PERFORMANCE DETAILS 

SNAPPER UNLOADED COMPOSITION BY SPECIES 
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SAPPER FISHING TRIPS DETAIL, 4th QUARTER 2016 

Source: Ministry of Fisheries market survey database 

Aquarium products export details 
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Market survey details by weight by value, 4th quarter 2016 


