FISHERIES INFORMATION (QUARTERLY REPORT

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES

FIRST QUARTER JANURARY — MARCH 2005

MARINE EXPORTS

During the first quarter 2005 a total of 28 Marine Export Products
tonnes of Snapper and 32 tonnes of Tuna First quarter Jan-Mar 2005

were exported from Tonga. @ Grouper B Shark ESnapper ESword Fish B Tuna @By Cath HSeaVWeed
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The export quantity of Tuna has increased
by 80% since the fourth quarter 2004 and 100000 -

Snapper increased by 14% in com parison
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seaweed in January was harvested in 2004.

AQUARIUM FISHERY

Live rocks are Tonga’s leading export products Aquarium Exports First Quarter 2005
in Aquarium fishery. The average export value (figures above bars are the total FOB Value in $TOP)

of the Aquarium products is § 100,000 pa’anga
227,735 151,195 108,324 244,8?&_.

(*FOB value) for each of the reported months. 100%
The value of invertebrates exported increased
towards the end of the quarter by 59%.
W Clams
A reduced number of available skilled divers is @ Invertebrate
one of the possible factors contributed to the 50% A &1 Aquarium rocks

reduced in total catch of exported live fish.
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* FOB = Free On Board, describes a price which includes goods plus the services at the time of offloading from the vessel at

first landing
Ministry of Fisheries Phone: (676) 21 399
P.O. Box§71 Fax: (676) 23 §91
Muku'alofa For queries relating to thi report contact

Kingdom of Tonga lautaha(z) tongafish.gov.to or stupou(z)tongafish.gov.to




FIRST QUARTER

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES

SNAPPER FISHERY

10 out of 26 boats licensed snapper fish- Snapper Fishery Performance
ing vessels were actively fishing during First Quarter {Janurary - March 2005)
the first quarter of 2005. The total catch B local weight  EEssg export weight  —e—CPUE
landed at Tu'imatamoana wharf increased 095
towards the end of the this quarter. .
L0d
The catch rate (kg/hook hr) steadily in- é
creased towards the end of the quarter. 2 L 015 io,
Catch per unit effort (CPUE) increased E} u
considerably when compared with the § Lot &
previous months of 2004, C
F0.05
The total export quantity also increased
toward the end of the quarter while the ] E L o
locally consumed quantity dropped stead- Mo Dec Jan Feb Mar
ily.
TuNA FISHERY Tuna Catch Distribution, First Quarter 2005
The total landing of Tuna has steadily increased through out this 5 /
quarter as compared with the steep fall of the last quarter 2004. 1'?23
It is believed that base on the El'Nino long consequences the re- 150
cruitment and migration of Tuna species have left the stock uneco-
nomically viable, forcing the withdrawal of the foreign based ves- . Hbacore
sels at the end of the last quarter 2004 towards the beginning the D Bluefin Tuna
first quarter 2005. . Yellowfin Tuna
The catch in this quarter was dominated by Big eye Tuna followed . Shark
by Albacore while the catch of Yellow fin Tuna dropped. The D Striped Marlin
observed shift in species com position of catch can be accounted for _
by a difference in the species targeted by the locally based fleet D HaMaln
when compared to the foreign based vessels, that have now ceased . Blue Marlin
ﬁshing in Tongan waters. . Swordfish
The catch rate (kg/hook hr) dropped considerably towards the . Others

end of the quarter.

Tuna Fishery Performance
First Quarter [January - March)
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The Ministry of Fisheries is moving to keep a closer
eye on the status of the Tuna fish stock in Tonga’s
03 Exclusive Economic Zone.
025 Information is received by the Ministry of Fisheries
07 :T from log sheets completed by the fishers is com-
_g bined with catch recorded at landing and validated
016 B with the positions picked by the Vessels Monitoring
ro1 g System. This information is sued to analyze the
0.05 @ catch characteristics and ﬁshing behavior.
y The ﬁgure above shows the Tuna catch and distri-
bution for the first quarter, January to March 2005.




